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Juan Ciscomani has spent most of his adult 

life on the board of directors of a Christian 

Nationalist group called the Patriot 

Academy that believes we should rewrite 

the constitution to establish a Christian 

Nation and considers the separation of 

church and state a “myth.” The Patriot 

Academy trains children as young as 

eleven years old to use lethal force, 

believes we should abolish gay marriage 

and is against abortion with no exceptions. 

 

 

Juan Ciscomani has spent most of his adult life on the board of 

directors of a Christian Nationalist group called the Patriot 

Academy 

 

2007-2021: Ciscomani Served On The Board Of The Torch Of 

Freedom Foundation, The Organization Behind Patriot 

Academy  

 

2007-2021: Ciscomani Was A Member Of Torch Of Freedom 

Foundation’s Board. According to Torch of Freedom 

Foundation’s 990 filings and website, Ciscomani served as a board 

member of the organization since fiscal year 2007. [Torch of 

Freedom 990 Filings via ProPublica, 12/31/20; 12/31/19; 12/31/18; 

12/31/17; 12/31/16; 12/31/15; 12/31/14; 12/31/13; 6/30/13 6/30/12; 

6/30/11; 2/24/10; 6/30/09; 6/30/08; Patriot Academy, accessed 

6/9/23] 

 

• Ciscomani Worked Zero To One Hours Weekly And Was 

Not Paid As A Torch Of Freedom Foundation Board 

Member. [Torch of Freedom 990 Filings via ProPublica, 

[Torch of Freedom 990 Filings via ProPublica, 12/31/20; 

12/31/19; 12/31/18; 12/31/17; 12/31/16; 12/31/15; 12/31/14; 

12/31/13; 6/30/13 6/30/12; 6/30/11; 2/24/10; 6/30/09; 6/30/08] 

 

• January 2021: Ciscomani Resigned From The Torch Of 

Freedom Foundation’s Board. According to his personal 

financial disclosure filed on May 16, 2022, Ciscomani resigned 

as a board member of the Torch of Freedom Foundation on 

January 3, 2021. [Juan Ciscomani, Personal Financial 

Disclosure, 5/16/22] 

 

FY 2011 – FY 2019: Ciscomani Was A Director Of Torch Of 

Freedom Foundation. According to Torch of Freedom 

Foundation’s 990 filings, Ciscomani served as the organization’s 

director from fiscal year 2011 to fiscal year 2019. [Torch of 

Freedom 990 Filings via ProPublica, [Torch of Freedom 990 

Filings via ProPublica, 12/31/20; 12/31/19; 12/31/18; 12/31/17; 

12/31/16; 12/31/15; 12/31/14; 12/31/13; 6/30/13 6/30/12; 6/30/11; 

2/24/10; 6/30/09; 6/30/08] 

 

• Ciscomani Worked Zero To One Hours Weekly And Was 

Not Paid As Torch Of Freedom Foundation Director. 

[Torch of Freedom 990 Filings via ProPublica, [Torch of 

Freedom 990 Filings via ProPublica, 12/31/20; 12/31/19; 

12/31/18; 12/31/17; 12/31/16; 12/31/15; 12/31/14; 12/31/13; 

6/30/13 6/30/12; 6/30/11; 2/24/10; 6/30/09; 6/30/08] 

 

February 2024: Patriot Academy’s Constitution Coach Branch 

Still Listed Juan Ciscomani As A Member Of The Board Of 
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Directors. [Patriot Academy; Constitution Coach, Academy 

Leadership, accessed 2/27/24]  

 

 
[Patriot Academy; Constitution Coach, Academy Leadership, 

accessed 2/27/24] 

 

Torch Of Freedom Foundation “[Laid] The Groundwork For 

Patriot Academy” 

 

Torch Of Freedom Foundation “[Laid] The Groundwork For 

Patriot Academy.” “Rick shared his idea with friends and leaders, 

and in 2000 they formed The Torch of Freedom Foundation…the 

first step in realizing their vision.   Members of the board began to 

lay the groundwork for Patriot Academy – Capitol Boot Camps, a 

weeklong summer program to train students in conservative 

principles and practical politics, with an emphasis on Godly 

character.   […]   The first Patriot Academy was held at the Texas 

State Capitol in 2003.” [Patriot Academy, accessed 7/16/21] 

 

Ciscomani Said He Had Been Involved With Patriot Academy 

Since He Was 26 Years Old 

 

Ciscomani Said He Had Been Involved With Patriot Academy 

Since He Was 26 Years Old. CISCOMANI: “Thank you for 

bringing up Patriot Academy. This is a program that Laura and I 

have been involved with for gosh, since I was 26, so that’s a long 

time ago.” [Speech at Pima County Republican Club Meeting, 

3/29/22] (AUDIO) 

 

• The Patriot Academy Was The “Flagship Arm” Of The 

Torch Of Freedom Foundation. “Patriot Academy is a 

501(c)(3) non-profit organization, the flagship arm of The 

Torch of Freedom Foundation. All donations are tax-

deductible.” [Patriot Academy, accessed 8/11/22] 

 

 that believes we should rewrite the constitution to establish a 

Christian Nation  

 

New Republic: Patriot Academy Sought To “Rewrite 

America’s Constitution.” “Patriot Academy is engaged in a life-

and-death struggle to rewrite America’s Constitution—and 

teaching its supporters how to defend themselves with a handgun, 

just in case.” [The New Republic, 1/3/23] 

 

Patriot Academy Taught Its Students That America Is On The 

https://coach.patriotacademy.com/about/our-academy-leadership/
https://coach.patriotacademy.com/about/our-academy-leadership/
https://www.patriotacademy.com/history/
https://www.patriotacademy.com/about/our-academy-leadership/
https://newrepublic.com/article/169563/patriot-academy-right-wing-constitutional-defense-training-camp


Brink Of “Godless Communism” And Only A Conservative 

Effort To Rewrite The Constitution Will Save It. “Patriot 

Academy’s Leadership Congress camp for young people continues 

not just in Texas but in state Capitol buildings across the country. 

A separate series of leadership congresses for veterans kicked off 

in 2017. Slickly produced video courses, with names like 

Constitution Alive! and Biblical Citizenship, allow students of any 

age to learn Barton’s worldview in living rooms and churches 

throughout America. Through it all, an undercurrent of concern 

carries students toward a worrying conclusion: America currently 

teeters on the brink of godless authoritarian communism, and only 

something as radical as the well-funded and rapidly growing 

conservative effort to rewrite the Constitution can save it.” [The 

New Republic, 1/3/23] 

 

and considers the separation of church and state a “myth.” 

 

2008: Patriot Academy Called The Separation Of Church And 

State A ‘Myth.’ ‘Understand the Philosophy Develop a firm grasp 

of the Founding Fathers' vision for America and how that vision 

remains applicable today In-depth and relevant focus on your 

rights, namely the following: The Source of your freedoms The 

myth of separation of church and state The right to bear arms Bill 

of Rights Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness’ [Patriot 

Academy, captured 5/11/08] 

 

July 2021: Patriot Academy Stated Its Mission Was To 

‘Restore America’s Constitutional Republic By Renewing Our 

Biblical Principles Of Liberty Upon Which The Nation Was 

Built.’ ‘Patriot Academy’s purpose is to encourage, educate, and 

equip young leaders who share the stated mission of The Torch of 

Freedom Foundation: to restore America’s Constitutional Republic 

by renewing our Biblical principles of liberty upon which the 

nation was built. Applicants must demonstrate a mindset in line 

with this mission, a willingness to learn more about accomplishing 

such a mission; and a strong work ethic through preparation, 

fundraising, and service.’ [Patriot Academy, accessed 7/19/21] 

 

 The Patriot Academy trains children as young as eleven years 

old to use lethal force, 

 

Patriot Academy: “By The End Of This Course, You Will Be 

Able To Spot A Threat, Present Your Sidearm From 

Concealment And Fire Two Controlled Shots To The Vital 

Area On The Threat In Just 1.5 Seconds!” “In 2018, the Green 

Family and Patriot Academy created a multi-day intensive firearms 

and constitutional training event. A unique experience, taught by 

the experts, that you won’t find anywhere else in the nation! Our 

Constitutional Defense Course is a unique blend of Handgun 

Defense combined with Constitutional education so that you get 

both the physical and intellectual training. […] Whether you have 

never held a gun before or you consider yourself extremely 

proficient with firearms, you will LOVE taking this class as you 

learn the basics and the little known secrets of self-defense, and 

https://newrepublic.com/article/169563/patriot-academy-right-wing-constitutional-defense-training-camp
https://web.archive.org/web/20080511025757/http:/www.patriotacademy.com/apply.html
https://www.patriotacademy.com/academy-dates/


then practice until you’ve mastered them. By the end of this 

course, you will be able to spot a threat, present your sidearm from 

concealment and fire two controlled shots to the vital area on the 

threat in just 1.5 seconds! […] At the moment, all classes are held 

at the NRA Whittington Center, in Raton, NM.” [Patriot Academy, 

Constitutional Defense, accessed 6/21/24] 

 

Patriot Academy: “We Will Be Spending A Large Amount Of 

Our Time On Repetitive Drills, Meant To Help You Get 

Comfortable With The Idea Of Loaded Firearms, Keeping 

Firearms By Your Bed, Having A Loaded Firearm Holstered 

On Your Body, Etc.” “Most firearms training organizations or 

instructors gear their training towards individuals with previous 

firearms experience (law enforcement, military, competition 

shooter, etc). The training itself is often very good – but equally as 

often it is too advanced for beginning shooters. Even if the class is 

built to “push and test” a new shooter, it often does so in a way 

where basic fundamentals of shooting are set aside in favor of the 

“cool, flashy” drills that look good on camera and sell more seats. 

Put simply – when beginner courses have new shooters sprinting 

up and down a range behind cover, taking multiple shooting 

positions, etc – we find that most shooters leave that class having 

had fun, but not having focused enough on the basics to feel 

completely comfortable with the information. Our philosophy with 

our Basic Constitutional Defense course is to prepare both brand 

new and experienced shooters with the fundamentals to win a self-

defense encounter. This means that we will be spending a large 

amount of our time on repetitive drills, meant to help you get 

comfortable with the idea of loaded firearms, keeping firearms by 

your bed, having a loaded firearm holstered on your body, etc.” 

[Patriot Academy, Constitutional Defense, accessed 6/21/24] 

 

Members Of Patriots Academy’s Constitutional Defense 

Course Were Taught To Use Lethal Force Against A Threat. 

“We are standing at the firing line. The world is dust and sun and 

the kind of oversaturated deep blue sky possible only at high 

altitudes where the air is thin. Each of us stares down our own 

personal Bob, as the instructors have named him: a beige, 

featureless paper silhouette already pockmarked with 

holes.  LaBarbera, our handgun instructor, continues his story. 

‘You can’t tell, but he’s got something in his hand. He’s getting a 

little close, you’re a little worried, you can’t tell what it is. 

Challenge!’ Our hands fly up, palms out in the universal signal for 

the thing we shout: ‘Stop right there!’ The New Mexico prairie 

swallows the words without an echo.  ‘He keeps coming, but you 

don’t know what he has in his hand. Present!’  All down the line, 

we hear the click of handguns freed from holsters. They point at 

the ground, ready to come up at a moment’s notice. ‘Stop or I’ll 

shoot!’  ‘It’s a knife!’ LaBarbera shouts. ‘He’s still coming! 

THREAT!!’  No words this time, just the thunder of gunfire up and 

down the line. I take my time aiming to ensure I hit Bob where I’m 

supposed to: inside what the instructors call the thoracic cavity, 

where all the vital organs live. I am approximately halfway through 

Patriot Academy’s Constitutional Defense course, a five-day 

https://www.patriotacademy.com/constitutional-defense-course/
https://www.patriotacademy.com/constitutional-defense-course/


program run by a right-wing organization that promises to give 

participants both ‘the physical training you need to be able to 

defend your family’ and ‘intellectual ammunition to defend the 

Constitution.’” [The New Republic, 1/3/23] 

 

The Patriot Academy Encouraged Children As Young As 11 

To Attend, Saying, “We Have Had Multiple Families Join Us 

With 11 Year Olds Who Did Outstanding!” “This course is for 

everyone, whether you have never held a weapon before or are 

extremely experienced. We are a family-friendly training program. 

Minors 11-17 are welcome to attend, but must be accompanied by 

a parent. We have had multiple families join us with 11 year olds 

who did outstanding! We often get asked if ladies should get 

training with firearms for self-defense. Our opinion is a STRONG 

YES. There is no course better that [sic] this one for preparing 

ladies for carrying a firearm.” [Patriot Academy, Constitutional 

Defense, accessed 6/21/24] 

 

 
[Patriot Academy, Constitutional Defense, accessed 6/21/24] 

 

 believes we should abolish gay marriage  

 

2019: Patriot Academy Published A Blog Post That Said 

Marriage Equality “Regardless Of Opinions, Is Scripturally 

Sinful” And Stated That “The Church” Was Being “Blatantly 

Attacked By The Devil.” ‘Now do not get me wrong, I know all 

Churches are not like this. But some huge Church sects have turned 

willingly to openly supporting ‘gay marriage’ and transgenderism. 

The Church is being blatantly attacked, as it always has been, by 

the devil. Gay marriage, regardless of opinions, is scripturally 

sinful.’ [Patriot Academy, Patriot Press Blog, 2/18/19] 

 

• The Blog Post Denied That Matthew Shepard’s Murder 

Was A Hate Crime. ‘According to a journalist named Stephen 

Jimenez, author of ‘The Book of Matt: Hidden Truths About 

the Murder of Matthew Shepard’, who spent 13 years 

investigating the murder and interviewing hundreds of people 

related to it, found information that pointed to Matthew being a 

drug addict. Apparently, he had involvement in the crystal 

methamphetamine drug problem going on in Denver at the 

time. Other sad findings point to him also being used as a 

prostitute. Even more tragic because he was at one time a 

https://newrepublic.com/article/169563/patriot-academy-right-wing-constitutional-defense-training-camp
https://www.patriotacademy.com/constitutional-defense-course/
https://www.patriotacademy.com/constitutional-defense-course/
https://www.patriotacademy.com/darkness-for-light-light-for-darkness/


grade A student.(1)(2) Apparently, one of his murderers was 

someone that he knew, a man named Aaron McKinney. There 

is apparent evidence of sexual relations with this young man 

before the tragedy as well.(3) All this information leads to the 

realization that the men who killed him were not just ‘white 

men’ who wanted to kill him because he was gay. Rather, they 

were men who knew him and had been involved with him on 

drug runs and past alleged sexual relationships.(4)(5) There is 

compelling proof that this was the case, and if true, it destroys 

the narrative of it being just a hate crime against gays.’’ 

[Patriot Academy, Patriot Press Blog, 2/18/19] 

 

and is against abortion with no exceptions. 

 

2000: Rick Green Founded Torch Of Freedom Foundation, 

Which Laid The Groundwork For Patriot Academy. “In 1998, 

an enthusiastic young attorney named Rick Green was elected to 

the Texas House of Representatives. Representative Green was a 

passionate conservative, but grew concerned by the lack of 

understanding and adherence to conservative principles he saw in 

his colleagues.  He quickly realized that the solution was not to 

change those in government, but to train up a new generation of 

conservative leaders. He thought, ‘Why not create a program that 

combines hands-on political training with instruction in true 

conservative principles?’  Rick shared his idea with friends and 

leaders, and in 2000 they formed The Torch of Freedom 

Foundation…the first step in realizing their vision.” [Patriot 

Academy, accessed 6/9/23] 

   

• Torch Of Freedom Foundation “[Laid] The Groundwork 

For Patriot Academy.” “Rick shared his idea with friends and 

leaders, and in 2000 they formed The Torch of Freedom 

Foundation…the first step in realizing their vision.   Members 

of the board began to lay the groundwork for Patriot Academy 

– Capitol Boot Camps, a weeklong summer program to train 

students in conservative principles and practical politics, with 

an emphasis on Godly character.   […]   The first Patriot 

Academy was held at the Texas State Capitol in 2003.” [Patriot 

Academy, accessed 6/9/23] 

 

2024: Patriot Academy’s Website Listed Rick Green As The 

Organization’s Founder And President. [Patriot Academy, 

accessed 1/29/24] 

 

Green Promoted Extreme Anti-Abortion Ideas, Including 

Comparing Abortion In The U.S. To The Holocaust And 

Sharing An Article Arguing Abortion Was Worse Than 

Slavery  

 

Green Argued Against Referring To The “Woman’s 

Constitutional Right To Choose Abortion” Because It Was 

“Not Constitutional To Take Innocent Life.” “Why do our folks 

in the Texas Senate debate on Pro-Life HB 2 keep referring to the 

‘woman's constitutional right to choose abortion’ when talking 

https://www.patriotacademy.com/darkness-for-light-light-for-darkness/
https://www.patriotacademy.com/history/
https://www.patriotacademy.com/history/
https://www.patriotacademy.com/our-team/


about the state's right to set parameters? They should not cede that 

ground. It is not constitutional to take innocent life. I understand 

they are trying to avoid that argument, but it would be much better 

to just say ‘even though the courts have upheld a woman's right to 

an abortion, they have also upheld a state's right to set parameters.’  

Big difference in saying ‘a woman has a constitutional right’ to kill 

a baby versus saying ‘the court has upheld a woman's right.’ The 

court is often wrong (just think Dred Scott.’” [Rick Green, 

Facebook, 7/12/13] 

 

 
[Rick Green, Facebook, 7/12/13] 

 

• Green Compared The Court’s Upholding Of A Woman’s 

Right To An Abortion To The Dred Scott Decision. “Why 

do our folks in the Texas Senate debate on Pro-Life HB 2 keep 

referring to the ‘woman's constitutional right to choose 

abortion’ when talking about the state's right to set parameters? 

They should not cede that ground. It is not constitutional to 

take innocent life. I understand they are trying to avoid that 

argument, but it would be much better to just say ‘even though 

the courts have upheld a woman's right to an abortion, they 

have also upheld a state's right to set parameters.’  Big 

difference in saying ‘a woman has a constitutional right’ to kill 

a baby versus saying ‘the court has upheld a woman's right.’ 

The court is often wrong (just think Dred Scott.’” [Rick Green, 

Facebook, 7/12/13] 

 

Green Posted On Facebook, “American Christians Are Just As 

Complicit In The Gosnell Barbarism And Holocaust Of 

Abortion As The German Church Was For The Murder Of 

The Jews.” “Weeping after my interview today with Dr. Laurence 

White. We American Christians are just as complicit in the Gosnell 

barbarism and holocaust of abortion as the German church was for 

the murder of the jews. Don't miss the program when it airs next 

Tuesday, May 14th, on WallBuildersLive.com. In the meantime, 

visit our archived programs from Nov 19 & 20 and also October 

22nd when we had him on last.” [Rick Green, Facebook, 5/7/13] 

 

https://www.facebook.com/PatriotRickGreen/posts/pfbid0LN6xyKKD4Za56rtgvxgd5XXcYgThuBJLAGnVVqs27ZfYgk6cqczDuCANsc2HKdM1l?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVshRFPwFfvSzvzrBwjF4kaJpedcAUwDCCUbulWG6VUdMbj-kpsntzPx_zxZCUKCSCKt4HON-vfa9SSdlSPUA9-Xy65cxNZxYQT9sNN7lcP0Y7VmLYAWn2sek7-xiZAXt6l7UnMShOcmjry_5yTKAE3haGvYMjvx177zqZIW4LUfQ&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/PatriotRickGreen/posts/pfbid0LN6xyKKD4Za56rtgvxgd5XXcYgThuBJLAGnVVqs27ZfYgk6cqczDuCANsc2HKdM1l?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVshRFPwFfvSzvzrBwjF4kaJpedcAUwDCCUbulWG6VUdMbj-kpsntzPx_zxZCUKCSCKt4HON-vfa9SSdlSPUA9-Xy65cxNZxYQT9sNN7lcP0Y7VmLYAWn2sek7-xiZAXt6l7UnMShOcmjry_5yTKAE3haGvYMjvx177zqZIW4LUfQ&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/PatriotRickGreen/posts/pfbid0LN6xyKKD4Za56rtgvxgd5XXcYgThuBJLAGnVVqs27ZfYgk6cqczDuCANsc2HKdM1l?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVshRFPwFfvSzvzrBwjF4kaJpedcAUwDCCUbulWG6VUdMbj-kpsntzPx_zxZCUKCSCKt4HON-vfa9SSdlSPUA9-Xy65cxNZxYQT9sNN7lcP0Y7VmLYAWn2sek7-xiZAXt6l7UnMShOcmjry_5yTKAE3haGvYMjvx177zqZIW4LUfQ&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/PatriotRickGreen/posts/10151615358918738?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWp1ClzBeDq-hid_Zoh34zevCM9Q_Tg8x1I3ThdDL404WIO78M3cxtGtjfLzb0MVydFkFAarx8ZecUp_MkjZJsoKDcRTg9-18149nWB8OEvepbSX361dBQdT9mfIc_rn12f-0AJpdhMcvkJ4SOyUOkmamDoTg9H3WcqkqgwbCtJ2wIeUYH04F5layx7rB3eGmM&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R


 
[Rick Green, Facebook, 5/7/13] 

 

Green Shared An Article On Facebook Titled, “Why Abortion 

Is Worse Than Slavery.” [Rick Green, Facebook, 4/30/13] 

 
[Rick Green, Facebook, 4/30/13] 

 

Green Shared An Article That Argued “It [Was] Easier To 

Understand And Justify Slavery Than It [Was] To Justify 

Abortion.” “I would argue that it is easier to understand and 

justify slavery than it is to justify abortion. With that thought in 

mind, let me remind you that there is a trial taking place in 

Philadelphia in effort to find abortionist Kermit Gosnell guilty of 

what was seven murders. (Three of the seven murder charges were 

dropped by judicial edict.)” [WND, 4/29/13] 

 

 

The Patriot Academy believes that the 

United State is on the brink of “Godless 

communism” and the only way to save the 

country is to re-write the Constitution to 

establish a Christian nation. 

 

 

The Patriot Academy believes that the United State is on the 

brink of “Godless communism” and the only way to save the 

country is to re-write the Constitution to establish a Christian 

nation. 

 

Patriot Academy Taught Its Students That America Is On The 

Brink Of “Godless Communism” And Only A Conservative 

Effort To Rewrite The Constitution Will Save It. “Patriot 

Academy’s Leadership Congress camp for young people continues 

not just in Texas but in state Capitol buildings across the country. 

A separate series of leadership congresses for veterans kicked off 

in 2017. Slickly produced video courses, with names like 

Constitution Alive! and Biblical Citizenship, allow students of any 

age to learn Barton’s worldview in living rooms and churches 

throughout America. Through it all, an undercurrent of concern 

carries students toward a worrying conclusion: America currently 

teeters on the brink of godless authoritarian communism, and only 

something as radical as the well-funded and rapidly growing 

https://www.facebook.com/PatriotRickGreen/posts/10151615358918738?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWp1ClzBeDq-hid_Zoh34zevCM9Q_Tg8x1I3ThdDL404WIO78M3cxtGtjfLzb0MVydFkFAarx8ZecUp_MkjZJsoKDcRTg9-18149nWB8OEvepbSX361dBQdT9mfIc_rn12f-0AJpdhMcvkJ4SOyUOkmamDoTg9H3WcqkqgwbCtJ2wIeUYH04F5layx7rB3eGmM&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/PatriotRickGreen/posts/10151600813978738?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXqMInkNSqVkbHNb5dVEOAzxA3Xsm6XLj1num7L2ok9ELask-JE1uoQ97MC3c6OG1SESWq_CDtHizx4EKWrLmL7dyRxmSNjOQpnovVv9LVAHbXM0L2KJikq-gfTRjY3VHxOreqlwXK5XW1R-1iyJD60QsKZlv8N1kEEeB2T4QYSNCh53x69WTwudM0w3rM_LwQ&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/PatriotRickGreen/posts/10151600813978738?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXqMInkNSqVkbHNb5dVEOAzxA3Xsm6XLj1num7L2ok9ELask-JE1uoQ97MC3c6OG1SESWq_CDtHizx4EKWrLmL7dyRxmSNjOQpnovVv9LVAHbXM0L2KJikq-gfTRjY3VHxOreqlwXK5XW1R-1iyJD60QsKZlv8N1kEEeB2T4QYSNCh53x69WTwudM0w3rM_LwQ&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.wnd.com/2013/04/why-abortion-is-worse-than-slavery/?fbclid=IwAR0jHlgN8APE1zlnDNV61BFrhAAUhwajJak9EkEEHodQRzBExMkIXRqA0cc


conservative effort to rewrite the Constitution can save it.” [The 

New Republic, 1/3/23] 

 

 

The Patriot Academy says it is in a “life 

and death struggle to rewrite the 

Constitution” and is teaching its supporters 

how to defend themselves with a handgun, 

“just in case.” It has provided firearms 

training for kids as young as 11, 

specifically teaching how to fire two shots 

into “vital areas” of the human body in 

under two seconds. 

 

 

The Patriot Academy says it is in a “life and death struggle to 

rewrite the Constitution” and is teaching its supporters how to 

defend themselves with a handgun, “just in case.” 

 

New Republic: Patriot Academy Sought To “Rewrite 

America’s Constitution.” “Patriot Academy is engaged in a life-

and-death struggle to rewrite America’s Constitution—and 

teaching its supporters how to defend themselves with a handgun, 

just in case.” [The New Republic, 1/3/23] 

 

 It has provided firearms training for kids as young as 11, 

specifically teaching how to fire two shots into “vital areas” of 

the human body in under two seconds. 

 

Patriot Academy: “By The End Of This Course, You Will Be 

Able To Spot A Threat, Present Your Sidearm From 

Concealment And Fire Two Controlled Shots To The Vital 

Area On The Threat In Just 1.5 Seconds!” “In 2018, the Green 

Family and Patriot Academy created a multi-day intensive firearms 

and constitutional training event. A unique experience, taught by 

the experts, that you won’t find anywhere else in the nation! Our 

Constitutional Defense Course is a unique blend of Handgun 

Defense combined with Constitutional education so that you get 

both the physical and intellectual training. […] Whether you have 

never held a gun before or you consider yourself extremely 

proficient with firearms, you will LOVE taking this class as you 

learn the basics and the little known secrets of self-defense, and 

then practice until you’ve mastered them. By the end of this 

course, you will be able to spot a threat, present your sidearm from 

concealment and fire two controlled shots to the vital area on the 

threat in just 1.5 seconds! […] At the moment, all classes are held 

at the NRA Whittington Center, in Raton, NM.” [Patriot Academy, 

Constitutional Defense, accessed 6/21/24] 

 

The Patriot Academy Encouraged Children As Young As 11 

To Attend, Saying, “We Have Had Multiple Families Join Us 

With 11 Year Olds Who Did Outstanding!” “This course is for 

everyone, whether you have never held a weapon before or are 

extremely experienced. We are a family-friendly training program. 

Minors 11-17 are welcome to attend, but must be accompanied by 

a parent. We have had multiple families join us with 11 year olds 

who did outstanding! We often get asked if ladies should get 

training with firearms for self-defense. Our opinion is a STRONG 

YES. There is no course better that [sic] this one for preparing 

ladies for carrying a firearm.” [Patriot Academy, Constitutional 

Defense, accessed 6/21/24] 

 

https://newrepublic.com/article/169563/patriot-academy-right-wing-constitutional-defense-training-camp
https://newrepublic.com/article/169563/patriot-academy-right-wing-constitutional-defense-training-camp
https://www.patriotacademy.com/constitutional-defense-course/
https://www.patriotacademy.com/constitutional-defense-course/


 
[Patriot Academy, Constitutional Defense, accessed 6/21/24] 

 

 

The Patriot Academy wants to ban same-

sex marriage, calling it “scripturally 

sinful,” and states that churches supporting 

equality are being attacked by the Devil. 

 

 

The Patriot Academy wants to ban same-sex marriage, calling 

it “scripturally sinful,” and states that churches supporting 

equality are being attacked by the Devil. 

 

2019: Patriot Academy Published A Blog Post That Said 

Marriage Equality “Regardless Of Opinions, Is Scripturally 

Sinful” And Stated That “The Church” Was Being “Blatantly 

Attacked By The Devil.” ‘Now do not get me wrong, I know all 

Churches are not like this. But some huge Church sects have turned 

willingly to openly supporting ‘gay marriage’ and transgenderism. 

The Church is being blatantly attacked, as it always has been, by 

the devil. Gay marriage, regardless of opinions, is scripturally 

sinful.’ [Patriot Academy, Patriot Press Blog, 2/18/19] 

 

• The Blog Post Denied That Matthew Shepard’s Murder 

Was A Hate Crime. ‘According to a journalist named Stephen 

Jimenez, author of ‘The Book of Matt: Hidden Truths About 

the Murder of Matthew Shepard’, who spent 13 years 

investigating the murder and interviewing hundreds of people 

related to it, found information that pointed to Matthew being a 

drug addict. Apparently, he had involvement in the crystal 

methamphetamine drug problem going on in Denver at the 

time. Other sad findings point to him also being used as a 

prostitute. Even more tragic because he was at one time a 

grade A student.(1)(2) Apparently, one of his murderers was 

someone that he knew, a man named Aaron McKinney. There 

is apparent evidence of sexual relations with this young man 

before the tragedy as well.(3) All this information leads to the 

realization that the men who killed him were not just ‘white 

men’ who wanted to kill him because he was gay. Rather, they 

were men who knew him and had been involved with him on 

drug runs and past alleged sexual relationships.(4)(5) There is 

compelling proof that this was the case, and if true, it destroys 

the narrative of it being just a hate crime against gays.’’ 

[Patriot Academy, Patriot Press Blog, 2/18/19] 

 

 

The Patriot Academy opposes all 

abortions, even in cases of rape and incest, 

 

https://www.patriotacademy.com/constitutional-defense-course/
https://www.patriotacademy.com/darkness-for-light-light-for-darkness/
https://www.patriotacademy.com/darkness-for-light-light-for-darkness/


claims that Planned Parenthood is “in the 

business of harvesting murdered baby 

body parts for sale,” and Patriot Academy 

founder Rick Green has compared abortion 

to the holocaust. 

 

The Patriot Academy opposes all abortions, even in cases of 

rape and incest, claims that Planned Parenthood is “in the 

business of harvesting murdered baby body parts for sale,”  

 

2018: Patriot Academy Published A Blog Post Claiming 

Planned Parenthood Was “In The Business Of Harvesting 

Murdered Baby Body Parts For Sale.” ‘Yes, I added the [murder 

of unborn babies] language because you ‘abort’ a mission, but 

what Planned Parenthood does is murder – kill — unborn babies. 

And it’s about time we stop pussyfooting around and trying to 

soften the language of what they do. We also know they’re in the 

business of harvesting murdered baby body parts for sale. Isn’t it 

very funny that investigative journalism is only accepted by the left 

when it benefits their ends? But if those means are used against 

them, well, it’s deemed illegal.’ [Patriot Academy, Patriot Press 

Blog, 1/22/18] 

 

and Patriot Academy founder Rick Green has compared 

abortion to the holocaust. 

 

 

Green Argued Against Referring To The “Woman’s 

Constitutional Right To Choose Abortion” Because It Was 

“Not Constitutional To Take Innocent Life.” “Why do our folks 

in the Texas Senate debate on Pro-Life HB 2 keep referring to the 

‘woman's constitutional right to choose abortion’ when talking 

about the state's right to set parameters? They should not cede that 

ground. It is not constitutional to take innocent life. I understand 

they are trying to avoid that argument, but it would be much better 

to just say ‘even though the courts have upheld a woman's right to 

an abortion, they have also upheld a state's right to set parameters.’  

Big difference in saying ‘a woman has a constitutional right’ to kill 

a baby versus saying ‘the court has upheld a woman's right.’ The 

court is often wrong (just think Dred Scott.’” [Rick Green, 

Facebook, 7/12/13] 

 

 
[Rick Green, Facebook, 7/12/13] 

 

• Green Compared The Court’s Upholding Of A Woman’s 

Right To An Abortion To The Dred Scott Decision. “Why 

do our folks in the Texas Senate debate on Pro-Life HB 2 keep 

referring to the ‘woman's constitutional right to choose 

abortion’ when talking about the state's right to set parameters? 

They should not cede that ground. It is not constitutional to 

https://www.patriotacademy.com/planned-parenthood-not-concerned-womens-wellness-heres-proof/
https://www.facebook.com/PatriotRickGreen/posts/pfbid0LN6xyKKD4Za56rtgvxgd5XXcYgThuBJLAGnVVqs27ZfYgk6cqczDuCANsc2HKdM1l?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVshRFPwFfvSzvzrBwjF4kaJpedcAUwDCCUbulWG6VUdMbj-kpsntzPx_zxZCUKCSCKt4HON-vfa9SSdlSPUA9-Xy65cxNZxYQT9sNN7lcP0Y7VmLYAWn2sek7-xiZAXt6l7UnMShOcmjry_5yTKAE3haGvYMjvx177zqZIW4LUfQ&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/PatriotRickGreen/posts/pfbid0LN6xyKKD4Za56rtgvxgd5XXcYgThuBJLAGnVVqs27ZfYgk6cqczDuCANsc2HKdM1l?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVshRFPwFfvSzvzrBwjF4kaJpedcAUwDCCUbulWG6VUdMbj-kpsntzPx_zxZCUKCSCKt4HON-vfa9SSdlSPUA9-Xy65cxNZxYQT9sNN7lcP0Y7VmLYAWn2sek7-xiZAXt6l7UnMShOcmjry_5yTKAE3haGvYMjvx177zqZIW4LUfQ&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R


take innocent life. I understand they are trying to avoid that 

argument, but it would be much better to just say ‘even though 

the courts have upheld a woman's right to an abortion, they 

have also upheld a state's right to set parameters.’  Big 

difference in saying ‘a woman has a constitutional right’ to kill 

a baby versus saying ‘the court has upheld a woman's right.’ 

The court is often wrong (just think Dred Scott.’” [Rick Green, 

Facebook, 7/12/13] 

 

Green Posted On Facebook, “American Christians Are Just As 

Complicit In The Gosnell Barbarism And Holocaust Of 

Abortion As The German Church Was For The Murder Of 

The Jews.” “Weeping after my interview today with Dr. Laurence 

White. We American Christians are just as complicit in the Gosnell 

barbarism and holocaust of abortion as the German church was for 

the murder of the jews. Don't miss the program when it airs next 

Tuesday, May 14th, on WallBuildersLive.com. In the meantime, 

visit our archived programs from Nov 19 & 20 and also October 

22nd when we had him on last.” [Rick Green, Facebook, 5/7/13] 

 

 
[Rick Green, Facebook, 5/7/13] 

 

Green Shared An Article On Facebook Titled, “Why Abortion 

Is Worse Than Slavery.” [Rick Green, Facebook, 4/30/13] 

 
[Rick Green, Facebook, 4/30/13] 

 

Green Shared An Article That Argued “It [Was] Easier To 

Understand And Justify Slavery Than It [Was] To Justify 

Abortion.” “I would argue that it is easier to understand and 

justify slavery than it is to justify abortion. With that thought in 

mind, let me remind you that there is a trial taking place in 

Philadelphia in effort to find abortionist Kermit Gosnell guilty of 

what was seven murders. (Three of the seven murder charges were 

dropped by judicial edict.)” [WND, 4/29/13] 

https://www.facebook.com/PatriotRickGreen/posts/pfbid0LN6xyKKD4Za56rtgvxgd5XXcYgThuBJLAGnVVqs27ZfYgk6cqczDuCANsc2HKdM1l?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVshRFPwFfvSzvzrBwjF4kaJpedcAUwDCCUbulWG6VUdMbj-kpsntzPx_zxZCUKCSCKt4HON-vfa9SSdlSPUA9-Xy65cxNZxYQT9sNN7lcP0Y7VmLYAWn2sek7-xiZAXt6l7UnMShOcmjry_5yTKAE3haGvYMjvx177zqZIW4LUfQ&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/PatriotRickGreen/posts/10151615358918738?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWp1ClzBeDq-hid_Zoh34zevCM9Q_Tg8x1I3ThdDL404WIO78M3cxtGtjfLzb0MVydFkFAarx8ZecUp_MkjZJsoKDcRTg9-18149nWB8OEvepbSX361dBQdT9mfIc_rn12f-0AJpdhMcvkJ4SOyUOkmamDoTg9H3WcqkqgwbCtJ2wIeUYH04F5layx7rB3eGmM&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/PatriotRickGreen/posts/10151615358918738?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWp1ClzBeDq-hid_Zoh34zevCM9Q_Tg8x1I3ThdDL404WIO78M3cxtGtjfLzb0MVydFkFAarx8ZecUp_MkjZJsoKDcRTg9-18149nWB8OEvepbSX361dBQdT9mfIc_rn12f-0AJpdhMcvkJ4SOyUOkmamDoTg9H3WcqkqgwbCtJ2wIeUYH04F5layx7rB3eGmM&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/PatriotRickGreen/posts/10151600813978738?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXqMInkNSqVkbHNb5dVEOAzxA3Xsm6XLj1num7L2ok9ELask-JE1uoQ97MC3c6OG1SESWq_CDtHizx4EKWrLmL7dyRxmSNjOQpnovVv9LVAHbXM0L2KJikq-gfTRjY3VHxOreqlwXK5XW1R-1iyJD60QsKZlv8N1kEEeB2T4QYSNCh53x69WTwudM0w3rM_LwQ&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.facebook.com/PatriotRickGreen/posts/10151600813978738?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXqMInkNSqVkbHNb5dVEOAzxA3Xsm6XLj1num7L2ok9ELask-JE1uoQ97MC3c6OG1SESWq_CDtHizx4EKWrLmL7dyRxmSNjOQpnovVv9LVAHbXM0L2KJikq-gfTRjY3VHxOreqlwXK5XW1R-1iyJD60QsKZlv8N1kEEeB2T4QYSNCh53x69WTwudM0w3rM_LwQ&__tn__=%2CO%2CP-R
https://www.wnd.com/2013/04/why-abortion-is-worse-than-slavery/?fbclid=IwAR0jHlgN8APE1zlnDNV61BFrhAAUhwajJak9EkEEHodQRzBExMkIXRqA0cc


 

 

Juan Ciscomani started the Arizona 

chapter of the Patriot Academy and served 

on the board for over 12 years. 

 

 

Juan Ciscomani started the Arizona chapter of the Patriot 

Academy  

 

Ciscomani Said That He Brought Patriot Academy To 

Arizona. CISCOMANI: “Thank you for bringing up Patriot 

Academy. This is a program that Laura and I have been involved 

with for gosh, since I was 26, so that’s a long time ago. But this is 

a program that started in Texas that Laura and I brought to Arizona 

and it trains young people to engage in the civic process and they 

play the role of a state senator, a state representative in the capitol 

here in Phoenix and they have to go through bills and guess what 

they have to do? They have to read them. They have to read the 

bills and we also train them on the LIFT principles. L being limited 

government, I being individual responsibility, F being free 

enterprise, and T being timeless truths. And these are the lift 

principles that we train young people in so they can go out and 

engage and that’s what Laura and have done before.” [Speech at 

Pima County Republican Club Meeting, 3/29/22] (AUDIO) 

 

• 2013: Regional Patriot Academy Capitol Boot Camps 

Began At The Arizona State Capitol. “The inaugural Patriot 

Academy occurred at the Texas Capitol in 2003 with thirty 

students. In 2013, regional Patriot Academy Capitol Boot 

Camps began in the Southwest at the Arizona State Capitol and 

in the Northwest at the Idaho State Capitol. Regional 

academies are now also taking place in the Southeast at the 

Florida State Capitol, the Northeast at the Delaware State 

Capitol, the Midwest at the Indiana State Capitol, and on 

college campuses in Colorado and Tennessee.” [Patriot 

Academy, 2020 Impact Report, pg. 3, accessed 1/30/24] 

 

2013: Juan And Laura Ciscomani Hosted Patriot Academy 

Arizona. “Juan Ciscomani attended Patriot Academy in 2006, 

2007, and 2008. […] Juan and his wife Laura, also an Alumnus, 

hosted PA Arizona in the summer of 2013.” [Patriot Academy, 

2013 Torch of Freedom Impact Report, page 11, accessed 1/29/24] 

 

and served on the board for over 12 years. 

 

2007-2021: Ciscomani Served On The Board Of The Torch Of 

Freedom Foundation, The Organization Behind Patriot 

Academy  

 

2007-2021: Ciscomani Was A Member Of Torch Of Freedom 

Foundation’s Board. According to Torch of Freedom 

Foundation’s 990 filings and website, Ciscomani served as a board 

member of the organization since fiscal year 2007. [Torch of 

Freedom 990 Filings via ProPublica, 12/31/20; 12/31/19; 12/31/18; 

12/31/17; 12/31/16; 12/31/15; 12/31/14; 12/31/13; 6/30/13 6/30/12; 

6/30/11; 2/24/10; 6/30/09; 6/30/08; Patriot Academy, accessed 

6/9/23] 

 

https://www.patriotacademy.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/PA_Impact_Report_digital-1.pdf
https://www.patriotacademy.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/PatriotAcademyImpact.pdf
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/organizations/742967066/202123199349319277/full
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/742967066/04_2021_prefixes_74-75%2F742967066_201912_990_2021040517881370
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/742967066/12_2019_prefixes_74-80%2F742967066_201812_990_2019122616976935
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/742967066/12_2018_prefixes_68-74%2F742967066_201712_990_2018121916025695
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/742967066/12_2017_prefixes_73-75%2F742967066_201612_990_2017122715051614
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/742967066/2017_02_EO%2F74-2967066_990_201512
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/742967066/2016_02_EO%2F74-2967066_990_201412
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/742967066/2014_05_EO%2F74-2967066_990_201312
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/742967066/2013_12_EO%2F74-2967066_990_201306
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/742967066/2013_02_EO%2F74-2967066_990_201206
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/742967066/2012_03_EO%2F74-2967066_990EZ_201106
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/742967066/2011_06_EO%2F74-2967066_990EZ_201006
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/742967066/2010_03_EO%2F74-2967066_990EZ_200906
https://projects.propublica.org/nonprofits/display_990/742967066/2009_07_EO%2F74-2967066_990_200806
https://coach.patriotacademy.com/about/our-academy-leadership/


• Ciscomani Worked Zero To One Hours Weekly And Was 

Not Paid As A Torch Of Freedom Foundation Board 

Member. [Torch of Freedom 990 Filings via ProPublica, 

[Torch of Freedom 990 Filings via ProPublica, 12/31/20; 

12/31/19; 12/31/18; 12/31/17; 12/31/16; 12/31/15; 12/31/14; 

12/31/13; 6/30/13 6/30/12; 6/30/11; 2/24/10; 6/30/09; 6/30/08] 

 

• January 2021: Ciscomani Resigned From The Torch Of 

Freedom Foundation’s Board. According to his personal 

financial disclosure filed on May 16, 2022, Ciscomani resigned 

as a board member of the Torch of Freedom Foundation on 

January 3, 2021. [Juan Ciscomani, Personal Financial 

Disclosure, 5/16/22] 

 

FY 2011 – FY 2019: Ciscomani Was A Director Of Torch Of 

Freedom Foundation. According to Torch of Freedom 

Foundation’s 990 filings, Ciscomani served as the organization’s 

director from fiscal year 2011 to fiscal year 2019. [Torch of 

Freedom 990 Filings via ProPublica, [Torch of Freedom 990 

Filings via ProPublica, 12/31/20; 12/31/19; 12/31/18; 12/31/17; 

12/31/16; 12/31/15; 12/31/14; 12/31/13; 6/30/13 6/30/12; 6/30/11; 

2/24/10; 6/30/09; 6/30/08] 

 

• Ciscomani Worked Zero To One Hours Weekly And Was 

Not Paid As Torch Of Freedom Foundation Director. 

[Torch of Freedom 990 Filings via ProPublica, [Torch of 

Freedom 990 Filings via ProPublica, 12/31/20; 12/31/19; 

12/31/18; 12/31/17; 12/31/16; 12/31/15; 12/31/14; 12/31/13; 

6/30/13 6/30/12; 6/30/11; 2/24/10; 6/30/09; 6/30/08] 

 

February 2024: Patriot Academy’s Constitution Coach Branch 

Still Listed Juan Ciscomani As A Member Of The Board Of 

Directors. [Patriot Academy; Constitution Coach, Academy 

Leadership, accessed 2/27/24]  

 

 
[Patriot Academy; Constitution Coach, Academy Leadership, 

accessed 2/27/24] 
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